
Welcome Families!

Kindergarten Parent Virtual Orientation

St. Teresa of Calcutta Catholic School



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CQ9aV94AVaY


Opening Prayer
Dear Jesus, 
You call us to be your friends. Your 
amazing love calls us to be true friends 
to each other.  Let us follow the 
example of the kind and caring person 
our school is named after: St. Teresa.  
As we prepare these little children for 
this upcoming school year, let us walk 
with you, let us talk with you and let us 
be guided by you. Together we will do 
something beautiful for God. 
St. Teresa of Calcutta, Pray for us.
Amen

We would like to begin by 
acknowledging that the land on which 
we gather today is the land traditionally 
used by the Haudenosaunee, 
Anishinaabe and Neutral People. 
We also acknowledge the enduring 
presence and deep traditional 
knowledge, laws and philosophies of 
the Indigenous People with whom we 
share this land today. 





Your Kindergarten Team

Includes a certified 
Kindergarten Teacher and 
Registered Early 
Childhood Educator (ECE)

Collaborative and 
complementary 
partnership to support 
children and families 



We are pleased to announce that for the 2020-2021 school year St. Teresa of 
Calcutta School will continue to offer the Extended Day program.

● Registration is open to all children in JK to Grade 6

● Programs are led by the Early Childhood Educators working in the 
kindergarten classrooms providing a seamless integrated school day for 
students

● Fees are prorated based on school bell times

● Schedules can be flexible to meet families’ needs with a set recurring 
weekly schedule 

● Programs are eligible for the Region of Waterloo ‘s Child Care subsidy.

● Programs are offered on PD Days, Christmas and March Break.

● Further information on the Extended Day Program and individual program 
fees may be found at the board website: www.wcdsb.ca 

The Extended Day Program

http://www.wcdsb.ca/


The Kindergarten Program

Learning in the new Kindergarten Program is 
organized around 4 ‘frames’ or areas:

•Belonging & Contributing

•Self-Regulation & Well-Being

•Demonstrating Literacy & Mathematics  

     Behaviours

•Problem Solving & Innovating



The Four Frames



How does learning happen?



What does research tell us?
● Students are more likely to be engaged in learning when they 

are asking questions, investigating, testing out ideas

● Play-based learning leads to greater social, emotional and 
academic success

● Inquiry enables even our youngest students to practise 
higher-order thinking skills & habits of mind that lead to deep 
learning

● Skills of inquiry (collaboration, citizenship, communication, 
creativity, character, critical thinking) are the skills required for 
our 21st century workforce

Why Play-Based Inquiry Learning?



What is Our Role?

Families are the first and most powerful influence on children’s 
learning, development, health, and well-being. Families bring diverse 
social, cultural, and linguistic perspectives. Families should are 
valuable contributors to their children’s learning. 

● Information about children’s learning is gathered 
from observations, notes, photos, videos, voice 
recordings, work samples, and interactions with 
children.  

● That information is analysed and interpreted by 
the educators in collaboration with the children 
and families to gain insights into the children’s 
learning paths and processes. 

● The insights gained are the basis for determining 
next steps in your child’s learning.



Communication with families…
• Is based on documentation from the Kindergarten team

• Is ongoing throughout the year

• Is provided through a variety of informal means (phone calls, 

newsletters, discussions, notes in message folders, calendars)

• Is a two-way endeavor

 

How Will I Know My Child Is Learning?

Together families & 

educators provide 

insights into the 

child’s learning



Late October/November:  Communication of Learning Initial 
Observation sent home;  parents invited to an 
observation and/or interview session 

February:  Communication of Learning sent home; parents 
may request an observation or interview 

June:  Communication of Learning sent home; parents may 
request  an interview.

Formal Communication 
All families in the province of Ontario will receive formal written communication 
about their child’s learning, including next steps for learning at school and at home.

“Ongoing, reciprocal communication with children and their families throughout the 

processes of assessment for, as, and of learning is essential to support children’s 

learning.  Parents should be invited to participate and observe their child in the 

classroom setting as often as they can, to review documentation of the child’s learning 

with the educators and the child, and to discuss their observations with the team.”

The Kindergarten Program, 2016.



If your child has special education needs, 
please inform our school principal 

as early as possible.
The principal may contact members of Special 

Education Services to meet with you, agency staff 
to support your child and school staff to begin to 

plan for a smooth transition into school. 
Together, we all will develop a program that 

recognizes your child’s needs and builds upon their 
areas of strength.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

The Child with Special Needs



If your child has any health concerns or critical 
medical information (i.e. asthma, allergies, etc.) 
please inform our school principal/vice principal 
& our kindergarten team as early as possible.

Please do not send nut products or nut 
substitutes to school.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Safety at School



Safe Arrival and Dismissal
Safe Arrival
• Children gather in designated area
• Parents  must stay with your child until supervision begins at 8:40
• Children enter classroom when the bell rings at 8:55am
• Extended Day students must be signed in by parent/guardian  and 

will be escorted to the classroom by the Early Childhood Educator

Safe Dismissal
• Bus Students – Children are picked up from their classroom by a 

staff member and together they walk to the buses.
• Walking Students – Parents/Guardians/Siblings will wait outside of 

the gated area or classroom for the teacher to dismiss the walkers. 
• Extended Day Students – ECE or teacher will escort children to the 

Extended Day classroom.



• Healthy morning and afternoon snacks 
(Nut-Safe)

• Healthy Lunch 
• Reusable containers please (labeled)
• Water bottles/juice/drinks

 Lunch Time/Snacks

*Peanut Butter substitutes are also not permitted 
at school.
*Please label everything!
*Have your child practice opening containers at 
home to increase independence. 



• Big school bag
•  Lunch box with snacks and lunch 

(reusable containers ☺)
•  Reusable container for beverages
•  Indoor shoes (velcro/slip-ons, no 

laces please!)
•  Change of clothes to stay at school 

(in a ziplock bag)
•  Label EVERYTHING

School Supplies



School Visit

• Conducted during 1st day of school - Tues. Sept. 8
• To help us build rapport with you & your child
• 20-25 minutes long
• Some visits are scheduled with 2 or 3 students
• Opportunity to have your child’s photo taken to put 

up in the classroom
• Exchange information and procedures
• Information about your child’s school visit will 

communicated to you third week of August by way 
of a phone call



School Entry
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

 7
Labour Day

HOLIDAY

 8
Scheduled 

school visits for 
Year 1 (JK) 

students and 
their families

 9
Year 2 (SK) 

students
Attend

 10
- All Year 2 (SK) 
students attend

- Half of Year 1 
(JK) class 
attends school 
all day

 11
- All Year 2 (SK) 
students attend

- Other half of 
Year 1 (JK) class 
attends school 
all day

 14
All students 

attend

15 16 17 18

Remember, you will receive a phone call in the third week of August to 
set a time for your Sept. 8 visit and to find out your child’s first day of 
school (Thursday or Friday).



• Readiness for school refers to the child’s ability to meet the 
demands of school:
* to interact and work cooperatively with others 
* to be able to listen and follow directions
* to be able to share
* to see, hear, speak clearly (hearing and vision check ups are 

recommended before September)
* to be independent regarding washroom routines

• Visit organizations in our Community: Early Years Centres, 
Library, YMCA, Neighbourhood Associations, Region of 
Waterloo Public Health

• Arrange for play dates with friends and family
• If you think that you or your childmay experience some 

difficulty with transitioning into school, we want to know about 
it. We are here to help!

Readiness for School

https://www.anxietycanada.com/disorders/separation-anxiety-2/


Transportation
• Want to know if you live in a busing or walking zone?  Visit:  www.sss.stswr.ca

• During the last week of August, transportation information for September is 

mailed directly to families of Kindergarten students in the busing zone.

• Take a Ride on a Bus: “First Rider” program has been postponed until 

further notice. Information will be shared when available.

• Children riding the bus will be provided with a bus name tag that will be put 

onto their backpack

• Parent/Guardian must meet bus.

• Bussing begins 1st day of school.

https://www.stswr.ca/


❏ School-wide Fundraising 
❏ BINGO support
❏ School Initiatives 
❏ Early Reading
❏ Class Excursions
❏ Catholic School Advisory Council

Opportunities to Get Involved!



St. Teresa of Calcutta School Website

                 
Twitter: @STCTimberwolves

Newswire: Subscribe to our Newswire

Check us Out Online!

https://motherteresa.wcdsb.ca/
https://twitter.com/STCTimberwolves
https://motherteresa.wcdsb.ca/newswire-subscribe/


Child Development 

The WCDSB has provided a Health Check section as part of the registration 

pages of the website. Below are several links to surveys and information to 

find out more about your child’s development. Please take time to explore 

these at your earliest convenience. 

Want to know how your child is developing? 

Want to know if your child is a healthy eater?

Want to know how well your child can see?

https://lookseechecklist.com/Default
http://www.nutritionscreen.ca/preschooler/Default.aspx
https://www.optom.on.ca/OAO/ESEL/OAO/ESEL/Eye_See...Eye_Learn.aspx


Take time to explore the  Family Compass Waterloo Region 
website. 

Search for local health, social and recreational services 
for children and youth in Waterloo Region

A tool to find local organizations that can help address 
developmental concerns in a child or youth

A website that offers resources for parents to learn and 
find support

https://www.familycompasswr.ca/en/index.aspx
https://www.familycompasswr.ca/en/index.aspx


More Family Resources

Ontario Ministry of Education: How Can I 
Prepare My Child For Kindergarten

Edugains : Parent Information Sheets

WCDSB: Register for School

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/kindergarten/howcanipreparemychild.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/kindergarten/howcanipreparemychild.html
http://www.edugains.ca/newsite/Kindergarten/schoolleader/parent_info_sheets.html
https://www.wcdsb.ca/our-schools/register-for-school/


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eJBCgIgh1N0

